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Thousands of cyber 
attacks on council
CYBER hackers have targeted 
Portsmouth City Council 
hundreds of  thousands of  
times since 2013, according to 
statistics.

Figures obtained by Big 
Brother Watch show that the 
council was attacked 463,000 
times in the past five years.

Across the UK, councils 
have been subjected to more 
than 98 million cyber attacks 
in that time period. Seventy-
five per cent of  local authori-
ties also don’t provide cyber 
security training for staff.

Investigative work by The 
News and Johnston Press last 
year highlighted how public 

sector services were being hit 
with cyber attacks.

Jennifer Krueckeberg, lead 
researcher at Big Brother 
Watch, said: ‘With councils 
hit by over 19 million cyber 
attacks every year, one would 
assume that they would be 
doing their utmost to protect 
citizens’ sensitive infor-
mation. We are shocked to 
discover that the majority of  
councils’ data breaches go 
unreported and that staff  
often lack basic training.

‘Local authorities need to 
take urgent action and make 
sure they fulfil their responsi-
bilities to protect citizens.’

Data from NSPCC shows 
child sex offence increase
THE number of child sex 
offences recorded by Hamp-
shire police rose to 2,634 
last year, figures have shown.

A Freedom of Information 
request by the NSPCC showed 
offences in 2016/17 increased 
by 23 per cent from 2015/16.

The charity said an 
improvement in recording 
methods, victims feeling 

more confident to speak out 
and a potential rise in online 
groomers could be the reason 
for the increase.

The NSPCC wants the 
government to direct more 
resources for training and 
support to officers to raise 
awareness of safeguarding 
procedures and tackle child 
sex offences, especially online.

NEWS

LEADING city figures have united to 
appear in a music video raising aware-
ness of  deaf  children and adults. 

Portsmouth Music Hub recruited 
scores of  recognisable volunteers to take 
part in its production for the national 
Sign2Sing campaign.

Promoting unity and British Sign 
Language, the video features representa-
tives signing the lyrics to national char-
ity Signhealth’s song Friends Forever. 

Now available to watch online, the clip 
was the brainchild of  Portsmouth Music 
Hub CEO, Sue Beckett. 

Reflecting on the finished product – 
which she toured The News area with 
cameraman Paul Taylor to create – she 
said: ‘We are absolutely delighted with 
the finished video. 

‘This production is all about raising 
awareness of  the children and adults 
living with hearing impairments right 
across the country. 

‘We decided as a music club we wanted 

to raise the profile of  the work Signhealth 
is doing in a fun and interactive way. 

‘And once we pitched this project, 
the response we got from people in the 
community was stunning – we’re really 
pleased.’ 

In asking figureheads from across 
Portsmouth to get involved with the 
video, Ms Beckett said she also set out to 
illustrate the landmarks which make the 
city tick day-to-day. 

She said: ‘We wanted to showcase the 
city of  Portsmouth in the film and chose 
iconic venues around the city. 

‘These included the deck of  HMS 
Warrior, Guildhall Square, the New Thea-
tre Royal and glimpses of  the Spinnaker 
Tower  and Portsmouth Cathedral.’ 

Captured signing from the heart of  
the Portsmouth City Council chamber – 
alongside the Conservative cabinet – Cllr 
Linda Symes said taking part in the film 
was ‘great fun’. 

She said: ‘The final video is just bril-
liant and it’s wonderful to see just how 
many people stepped up to the plate.’ 

Editorial staff  at The News – including 
editor Mark Waldron – joined in signing 
for the chorus of  Friends Forever. 

With their efforts now woven among 
those from countless city volunteers, Mr 
Waldron said: ‘Sign2Sing is a fantastic 
initiative and it was a pleasure to take 
part in Portsmouth Music Hub’s Friends 
Forever video. 

‘We love the finished production Sue 
Beckett and her team have put together 
and it is inspiring to see leading figures 
right across our city unite for such a 
worthy cause.’

Watch Portsmouth Music Hub’s video for 
Friends Forever on our website at 

portsmouth.co.uk

THERE’S MORE ONLINE 

Special city-themed 
music video aims to 
be a sign of unity

by BYRON MELTON
The News
byron.melton@thenews.co.uk

LITTLE STARS Pupils from Cliffdale Primary Academy in Portsmouth are among those who appear in the video

Leading figures from across Portsmouth learn 
sign language as part of national campaign

“The best I’ve ever had as far as Dentists are concerned.”

“Would I recommend the Practice? Without a shadow of a doubt..Fantastic”

New Patients are always welcome

Serenity Dental 28 East Street, Fareham, Hampshire, P016 OBY.
01329 230 111 • www.serenitydental.co.uk

• Dental implants

• ‘Teeth in a day’ - Crowns & Veneers

made and fitted in one day

• Teeth Whitening

• Smile Makeover

• Mouth Cancer Screening at every

check up

Your comfort is our priority
• Friendly, welcoming and caring

• Watch a film while we treat you

• Choose your own music to enjoy

• Easy access from M27 Junction 11

• Free onsite parking

Same day emergency
appointments always available -
even if you are not a patient

TAKING PART (L-r) Commodore Inga Kennedy, News editor Mark Waldron (centre) with newsroom colleagues and Portsmouth 
Hospitals Trust CEO Mark Cubbon 




